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Fans packed Sorgenti Arena for the 
penultimate home game of the 2016-17 
women’s basketball regular season, 

cheering wildly for their gold-star Griffins. It 
was Senior Day for the women and they did not 
disappoint, dazzling the crowd with a victory over 
conference rival, Concordia College. It was the 
Griffin’s 15th win of the year, ensuring the team was 
playoff bound for the second season in a row.

No one would have believed any of that possible 90 
years ago. At that time, in 1926, women’s basketball 
was the only sport the two-year-old College of 
Mount Saint Joseph supported. (The College’s name 
was changed in 1938.) The six-player team didn’t 
play for a conference, nor did it play with the goal 
of a postseason. In fact, they played just four games 
a year, against only two rivals, Rosemont College 
and Villa Maria (now Immaculata University). As far 
as facilities, they didn’t have any. Their “gym” was 
housed on the fifth floor of Saint Joseph Hall above 

 FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS TO 

     WINNING WAYS
By Marilee Gallagher ’14

Jonathan Ducretot ’17, who excels as both a student 
and an athlete, hits a shot over the net to score a  
point during a tennis match.
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As CHC’s athletics program has grown, 
the College continues to foster a 
culture of success on the courts and 
in the classrooms.

the student dorms, whose lighting fixtures would 
often shake when players dribbled the ball. 

These were humble beginnings, but it was on this 
fifth floor that the story of athletics at Chestnut Hill 
College begins and to where a rich history 
of athletic pride and tradition can be traced. 

One women’s intercollegiate program became 18, 
representing both men and women, ranging from 
volleyball to baseball to bowling to sprint football 
and everything in between. The lack of a conference, 

soon grew into participation in three: the East Coast 
Conference (ECC) for men’s lacrosse, the Collegiate 
Sprint Football Conference (CSFL) for sprint football 
and the Central Atlantic Collegiate Conference 
(CACC) for the remaining 16 sports. And for the 
College that once had just a fifth-floor gym, there is 
now the 400-seat Sorgenti Arena and the Jack and 
Rosemary Murphy Gulati Complex, a state-of-the-art 
fitness and recreation center, which has contributed to 
recruiting efforts, strength and conditioning of athletes 
and overall physical fitness of the student body. 

“Did we win?” 
Committed to athletics from day one
It was May 11, 2013, and the six-year-old men’s baseball 
team was preparing to play in its first Central Atlantic 
Collegiate Conference (CACC) Championship at 
Wilmington University. But first, several of the 
Griffins had to accomplish something else. They had 
to graduate.

The senior members of the team, unable to attend the 
College’s commencement since the championship fell 
on the same day, lined up on the diamond prior to the 
game. Lynn Tubman, director of athletics, proudly 
handed out their diplomas, which College president, 
Sister Carol Jean Vale, Ph.D., had conferred just a few 
hours earlier.

“The CACC and Wilmington University were 
tremendous in their support of our student-athletes,” 
says Bob Spratt, head men’s baseball coach, who has 
been with the program since its inception.

“It was a thrill for our athletes to accomplish these two 
major goals in one day, graduating and participating in 
the CACC Championship. And none of it would have 
been possible without the support of Sister Carol and 
especially our assistant director of academic success 
and engagement, who is instrumental to the academic 
success of our teams.”

This was the first of two years that the athletics 
department and Sister Carol — who can regularly be 
seen cheering on the Griffins on the football gridiron, 
basketball court or soccer field — made this possible for 
the graduating baseball seniors. It is just one example 
of the commitment Chestnut Hill College has for its 
athletes, who make up just under 40 percent of the 
student body as of the 2017 season. 

In 2000, in response to low enrollment, dwindling 
team spirit and inadequate facilities — and the inability 
to recruit top players as a result — Chestnut Hill 
College opened the new Sorgenti Arena.

The Griffins had joined the NCAA just four years 
before as a member of Division III, and now saw the 
level of competition increase at a rate they just couldn’t 

Students line up their bows during an 
archery practice on the Summerhouse 
Lawn in the 1950s.



match. Building Sorgenti, however, was the first step 
in getting to that level as it provided a new facility that 
helped attract a type of recruit who, 10 years before, 
had snubbed her nose at the College. The decision to 
go co-educational in 2003 also brought a new, higher 
caliber of student-athlete to Chestnut Hill, both men 
and women.

“With the inclusion of males, female student-athletes 
who would never have given CHC a look were now 
taking an interest,” wrote Janice Rensimer Kuklick, 
former coach and athletic director, in her book “Sports 
at Chestnut Hill College Continued (1924-2007).” 

“By 2004, teams that once thought CHC not very 
competitive were starting to sit up and take notice. It 
was a very exciting time.”

Academics are a priority for me. 
Realistically, most student-athletes 

will not turn professional after their college 
career, however, everyone needs to receive 

an education to be able to step into the 
working world and achieve success.

— Jonathan Ducretot ’17 

ATHLETICS TIMELINE

Taking part in a graduation ritual, 
the senior men’s baseball players 
turned their tassels after receiving 
their diplomas prior to the CACC 
Championship game.

1924 
Mount Saint 

Joseph College opens

1930s – 40s 
Field hockey, tennis, golf, archery, 

swimming, badminton and 
softball were added as 

 intercollegiate programs 

1970 
Athletics Association 

is dissolved as athletics 
becomes part of Physical 

Education Department

1978 
CHC Athletics joins the 

Philadelphia Association 
of intercollegiate Athletics 

for Women (PAIAW)

1996 
College joins 

the NCAA

1926 – The Athletic 
Association is created to 

oversee the women’s 
basketball team, which begins 

intercollegiate competition

1970s - 90s 
CHC experiences great success in 

the PAIAW, winning 22 conference 
championships, 12 of which 
were by the lacrosse team

1960  
Lacrosse becomes an 

intercollegiate 
program

1973  
Volleyball becomes 
an intercollegiate 

program



Just before the 2005 season and its 10-year 
anniversary with the NCAA, the College applied 
for Division II status and membership in the CACC, 
marking another advance in strengthening its 
revitalized athletic program.

“We had to build the program from scratch,” says 
Denise Wisniewski, assistant director of athletics 
and NCAA compliance coordinator, who was key 
to the transition process. “That meant creating a 
compliance program for eligibility of student-athletes 
and starting to add athletic scholarships, which aren’t 
offered at the DIII level.”

According to Wisniewski, going Division II provided 
more of an “attractive option,” for student-athletes 
as there weren’t many DII schools in the area at the 
time.

“It made for a better niche for us to fit into,” she says. 
“We were competing for the same DIII students as so 
many other schools locally so this definitely helped, 
especially for the men’s sports. It allowed us to become 
more competitive, attract better athletes and add the 
sports that we did. It was a decision that helped enable 
the program to be built where it is today.”

Since going DII, players have been honored on 
the CACC Weekly Report, with some 
winning Rookie of the Year distinction. 
Coaches also have been awarded Coach 
of the Year, and the entire department has 
won two President’s Awards for Academic 
Excellence. Just last year, the department 
finished third among the men in the CACC 
Commissioner’s Cup, which measures 
success across all conference sports. 

The College also has seen several of its teams reach 
championship finals and while that trophy is still 
elusive, Tubman believes that goal is well within 
reach, thanks to the support and dedication the 
College administration and community continually 
give the Athletic Department. 

Emily Bensen-Abatangelo ’18 serves on the Student 
Athletic Advisory Committee in addition to being a 
student ambassador and member of the CHC Athletic 
Honor Roll.

1998 
Student-Athlete Advisory 

Committee (SAAC) is created 
to increase student 

participation in athletics

2000 
CHC joins the 

Atlantic Women’s College 
Conference (AWCC)

2000-04 
CHC wins four AWCC 

Championships in softball,  
women’s soccer and  
women’s basketball

2004-10 
College adds several men’s 
sports: golf, soccer, tennis, 

baseball, lacrosse and both men’s 
 and women’s cross country

2006 
Men’s soccer 

wins 
NEAC Championship

2000 
Sorgenti Arena is built as 

part of Martino Hall, to serve 
as a new home for women’s 

basketball

2004 
Men’s soccer, tennis and golf become 
intercollegiate programs; CHC joins 
North Eastern Athletics Conference 

(NEAC) as a charter member

2001  
College employs first 

full-time athletic trainer

2003  
College goes co-ed 

and adds men’s  
basketball



“Every year we have reached new heights and new 
accomplishments,” she says. “We’ve seen growth and 
improvement and it’s been great to see that we’ve been 
balanced and competitive in all of our sports. We’re 
close to that ultimate goal of a CACC Championship 
and when that happens, we owe gratitude to every 
person at this College who supported and continues to 
support our student-athletes.”

Sister Carol’s support of the athletic programs has been 
paramount to their recent success, as she follows in the 
footsteps of her predecessors, namely the College’s first 
president, Sister Maria Kostka Logue, who used to call 
Betty Buckley, former coach and athletic administrator, 
after every game to ask the simple question, “Did we 
win?”

While the answer wasn’t always “yes,” Logue was 
always proud of the women nevertheless. Hers is a spirit 
that lives on today through Sister Carol and others, 
including Jean Faustman ’73, SSJ, D.M.L, faculty 
athletic representative and associate professor of French 
and Spanish. Before and after each competition, Sister 
Jean sends an email to the team letting them know they 
are being supported by the entire community.

“The goal is to let students know that we care about 
their investment in a sport, and are grateful for their 
presence, competitive play and spirited representation 
of CHC,” says Sister Jean. “The outcome, win or lose, 
is less important in the long run than the team effort, 
the relationships they form and the lessons learned every 
day in practice or games.”

It is a philosophy that has come full circle, as Mary 
Helen Kashuba ’61, SSJ, D.M.L., professor of French 
and Russian and chair of the foreign language and 
literature department, wrote of the old athletic mission, 
in her book, “Tradition and Risk,” published in 1999.

“The spirit of sports at Chestnut Hill remained the 
same; all were welcome, beginners and advanced, and 

ATHLETICS TIMELINE

2007 
College elevates to NCAA Division II status; joins Central 
Atlantic Collegiate Conference (CACC); College agrees to 
partnership with Plymouth Whitemarsh High School on 

Victory Field, to be used for soccer and lacrosse

2011 
CHC creates Athletics Hall 

of Fame and inducts 
inaugural class

2013 
Men’s and women’s 

indoor/outdoor track & field 
becomes intercollegiate 

program

2010 – College unveils 
www.griffinathletics.com; CHC creates Athletics 

Academic Honor Roll; Renovation begins on 
new Fitness Center; Latshaw-McCarthy Field is 

named new home site for CHC baseball

2015 
Sprint football comes to CHC 

and the College joins the Collegiate 
Sprint Football League (CSFL)

2012  
CHC honored with 

NCAA DII Presidents’ Award 
for Academic Excellence

although victory is good, fair play and improvement 
are better.”  

continued from 
previous page

“ The goal is to let students know that we 
care about their investment in a sport, and 
are grateful for their presence, competitive 
play and spirited representation of CHC. 
The outcome, win or lose, is less important 
in the long run than the team effort, the 
relationships they form and the lessons 
learned every day in practice or games.”

— Jean Faustman ’73, SSJ, D.M.L.

In 2015, the College introduced sprint football to a packed 
Sorgenti Arena. From L to R: Lynn Tubman, director of 
athletics, Mike Pearson, head sprint football coach, Sister 
Carol Jean Vale, Ph.D., president, and former CSFL 
Commissioner, Gene McIntyre.

2016 
Women’s bowling 

becomes intercollegiate 
program



Continued success over the years is represented in the 
College’s trophy case where medals, plaques and trophies 
from every decade can be found.

Recruiting a new breed of student-
athlete
With the ability to offer scholarships came the ability 
to recruit a new type of student-athlete. 

Prior to affiliating with the NCAA and even after, 
CHC’s athletic rosters were composed of women 
already at the College. Some of them had never picked 
up a lacrosse stick or softball bat in their lives; they 
received on-the-job training to play a sport. 

Kuklick, who was a one-woman recruiting force 
during the 1970s-90s, served the athletics department 
in various roles during her 39 years at the College. 
With her vibrant personality and extraordinary, yet 
unsung, playing background of her own, she had a 
knack for finding students and convincing them to play 
a sport like lacrosse, which many hadn’t even heard 
of before coming to Chestnut Hill. But as the women 
before them, these students fell in love with the game, 
thanks in large part to coaches like Kuklick, who 
provided passion and dedication in everything she did.

“I cannot fathom how an individual with her talent, 
drive and skills was able to take so many, ‘variably 
skilled’ young women and turn us into players, athletes 
and lovers of the game,” says Jodie King Smith ’94, ’04 
SGS, vice president for enrollment management.

Like so many others, Smith didn’t come to CHC to 
play lacrosse, but in the end she wound up playing and 
loving the game, all because of Kuklick.

“Have you ever met Janice? How could you not want 
to play for her?” asks Tubman. “Women on campus, 
who had no intention of playing a sport, ended up 
playing three after they met her. She helped give them 
an amazing athletic experience as only she could.”

While playing for the love of the game and allowing 

Janice Rensimer Kuklick recruited 
student-athletes from among the student 
body, teaching them to play sports such 
as lacrosse, pictured here.

just about anybody to join an athletic team had worked 
for the College in the beginning, choosing to go to 
Division II status meant making a conscious effort to 
focus on building teams of the best players that the 
College could find using enhanced recruiting efforts. 
What hadn’t changed however was that Chestnut Hill 
still looked for students, and now athletes, who would 
be a good fit to the overall culture on campus — those 
who would excel not just at their chosen sport or sports 
but in the classroom and in the community as well.



“Our department’s mission closely mirrors that of the 
College and of the NCAA Division II,” says Tubman. 
“Students come here to receive a holistic education 
and experience, which is an important part of both 
our mission and the DII philosophy.”

Jonathan Ducretot ’17, captain of the men’s tennis 
team, is one of those students. 

A business administration and management major 
with a minor in accounting, Ducretot has been listed 
on the CACC Weekly Honor Roll multiple times and 
has twice been a CACC All-Tournament selection. 
In addition, he’s ranked in the top-15 for both singles 
and doubles in the ITA East Region. 

Ducretot — a tennis player since childhood — grew 
up knowing that if he didn’t achieve a certain grade 
in school, he wouldn’t be able to practice, and not 
being able to practice often meant not being able to 
play at his best. It was a lesson for him to focus in the 
classroom, and it is one Ducretot has brought to his 
studies at CHC.

“What helps me at being successful in the classroom 
is my focus and my ambition,” he says. “I am always 
doing the best I can, and give 100 percent of what I 
can do. These same principles help drive my success 
in other areas of my life. Academics are a priority 
for me, as realistically, most student-athletes will not 
turn professional after their college career. However, 
everyone needs to receive an education to be able to 
step into the working world and achieve success.”
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Emily Bensen-Abatangelo ’18, a member of both 
the women’s track and field and cross country teams, 
is another student who excels both in a sport and 
academically. 

A student-athlete in the truest sense of the word, 
Bensen-Abatangelo has been placed on CHC’s 
Athletic Academic Honor Roll and the CACC Cross 
Country-All Academic Team. She also is a recipient 
of a D2 ADA Academic Achievement Award. At the 
College’s athletic banquet last year, the junior was 
named the MVP of women’s track and field for the 
2015 season.

“I put a lot of emphasis on being a student before 
I am an athlete,” says Bensen-Abatangelo, who, 
in addition to being an athlete, also serves as a 
representative for the Student Athletic Advisory 

“ We’ve seen growth and improvement 
and it’s been great to see that we’ve 
been balanced and competitive in all of 
our sports. We’re close to that ultimate 
goal of a CACC Championship and 
when that happens, we owe gratitude 
to every person at this College who 
supported and continues to support our 
student-athletes.”

   — Lynn Tubman

Mike West, head women’s basketball coach, speaks 
to his team during one of their games. 



Spring 2017    23

Committee (SAAC) as well as a student ambassador.

 “I know my education is important, and I find when I 
excel in the classroom, I excel on the course and on the 
track as well.”

The students aren’t the only ones who place a high 
value on academic success. All the coaches understand 
that their main goal is to see their players receive an 
education in order to graduate and be successful in the 
real world. 

“For our team, we place a lot of importance on the 
classroom not only because we are at a small school but 
also because of the Division II model,” says Mike West, 
head women’s basketball coach. “All our players are 
student-athletes with the emphasis on the student first. 
Few, if any, of my players are going to go on to play 
professional basketball, so we need to prepare them to 
be ready and successful in the workplace.”

Sandy Dickson, head women’s soccer coach and 
director of the fitness center, echoes this sentiment.

“The top priority for our program is the academic 
success of our student-athletes. That is why they are 
here; to get a great education and to have choices 
when they graduate,” she says. “Their participation 
in athletics enhances the academic priority. The 
experiences they gain in teamwork, developing 
self-discipline, problem solving and dealing with 
the realities of competition directly influence their 
development as young adults.”

continued on page 50

HALL OF FAME
Memorializing CHC’s foremothers
One would be remiss to look back on the history of 
athletics at Chestnut Hill College without acknowledging 
the women who paved the way and set the foundation 
for what the programs have become today. 

In 2011, alongside the undefeated archery team of 
the 1950s, these iconic women, Betty Buckley, 
administrator and coach (1942-77), Betty 
Shellenberger, coach (1950-77), Lorraine Busch, 
administrator and coach (1977-90), and Janice 
Rensimer Kuklick, administrator and coach 
(1977-2016), were forever memorialized as members 
of the inaugural Hall of Fame class.

Lynn Tubman, director of athletics, affectionately 
refers to these women as the “foremothers” of CHC 
athletics, and it was important for her to see them 
recognized for all of their accomplishments during their 
tenures, which spanned a total of more than 100 years.

“It is people like Betty Buckley, Betty Shellenberger, 
Janice and Lorraine, who drove the female students on 
campus to play sports, whether they were experienced 
or beginner athletes, in an era where opportunities for 
women in athletics just weren’t there,” says Tubman. “All 
four of them loved sports and wanted to pass that gift 
on to the next generation. They truly are phenomenal 
women, and without them, we wouldn’t be here.”

That next generation included members of the subsequent 
two Hall of Fame classes, individual student-athletes who 
made remarkable contributions to the College on the 
fields and courts. Among them — two three-sport female 
athletes, two members of the inaugural men’s basketball 
team whose records still stand, a proficient and highly 
recognized lacrosse player and more. 

“It has been our honor and privilege to induct all of these 
fine athletes into the Hall of Fame,” says Tubman. “Each 
has their own story to tell and each of them succeeded at 
the highest level for the College.”

Each ceremony brings a sense of life and spirit to campus 


